MARLBOROUGH
the next morning, June 8, the squadron engaged the forts
and batteries at close quarters, and Tollemache, at the head of
fifteen hundred infantry, landed from boats on the sandy shore
in the teeth of heavy and increasing firing. They were forth-
with, while in the confusion of landing, attacked by superior
numbers of French infantry, and charged by cavalry and driven
back on their boats. Tollemache was wounded in the thigh.
By a singular error the landing had been made upon an ebb-
tide. Few of the heavy boats could be got afloat. The
majority of those who had landed were killed or captured.
The wounded General was carried aboard his ship, and the
squadron, which had suffered severely in its duel with the
forts and batteries, withdrew out of range. So serious had
been the losses, amounting to nearly two thousand men, that
all plans for attacking other points upon the coast were
abandoned, and the expedition sailed back to Portsmouth,
which was reached on the i2th. On the melancholy home-
ward voyage further councils of war were held. Tollemache,
whose wound had become grievously inflamed, attended, and
is said to have declared " that Brest was the only place he had
authority to attack/' He died a few days later of what was
no doubt blood-poisoning from an injury with which modern
war-surgery could probably easily have coped. In his last
hours this brave officer mingled with expressions of his con-
tentment to die for his country the reproach that he had been
betrayed by his fellow-countrymen.
From the earliest moment a fast ship had borne the news of
the repulse to England, and the Secretary of the Admiralty
wrote to Lord Berkeley from Whitehall, June 13, 1694:
I have your Lordships of the 9th instant from Camaret Bay,
which I have laid before the Queen who commands me to signify
to you, that she did not intend by her Order to restrain [restrict]
the Lieutenant-General Tollemache to the attempting any one
particular place on the Coast of France, as you will see by the
enclosed Copy of the Order, and of my letter to Lieutenant
General Tollemache of the 29th past, which letter I sent under
cover of Colonel Gibson. . . . Her Majesty thereupon thinks
fit that Your Lordship and the flag and general officers should
444